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The Mission of Hope out-patient medical clinic in Santa Cruz, Bolivia is going strong! Since
opening the clinic 9 months ago, we have taken care of more than 15,000 patients!! All have
received free medical care, free lab work, and free medicine! Praise the Lord!!

Dr. Patricia Hiza Teaches Oral Hygiene

Mission of Hope, Bolivia is now
expanding its services in the community.
We have several dentists working
with us who are willing to see patients from the
mission in their private offices at no charge. In
March, we had the opportunity to visit a
public school with one of our dentists and
teach 70 first-graders how to properly care for
their teeth. A visiting team from Canada
accompanied us and passed out toothbrushes
and toothbrushes to all the children.
Our mission pastor also went with us
and told the children about Jesus. Many of the
children prayed to receive Christ into their
hearts.

Mission of Hope, Bolivia recently received a request to visit an orphanage about 20 miles from
Santa Cruz to provide medical care. We went with 2 portable exam tables, a supply of medicines and
antibiotics, a doctor and 2 nurses, and we set up a makeshift medical clinic there. The orphanage has no
electricity or running water, and the nearest health facility
is miles away. Many of the children were examined and
treated during that first visit. Others were referred to our
clinic in Santa Cruz for lab analysis. We have made a
commitment to provide on-going medical care for this
orphanage, and we will be making monthly visits to take
care of the children.

Dr. Toni Mercado Examines a Patient
Children Waiting to See the Doctor

Sarahi Comes Home
On Sunday, March 16, Sarahi’s entire family
gathered to celebrate her homecoming! Sarahi had
been in the U.S. for almost 4 months. Sarahi was born
with hydrocelphalus and spina bifida, and she had
suffered with severe headaches for more than one
year. Her mother, Maria, took her to many different
doctors in Santa Cruz. All of the doctors there told her
that Sarahi needed surgery, but the family did not have
money to pay for surgery. Maria came with Sarahi to
the Mission of Hope clinic to ask for help.
Mission of Hope arranged for Sarahi to come
to the U.S. for evaluation and treatment. Sarahi
underwent extensive testing and treatment at a private
hospital in Baton Rouge, LA. A few days after a
Sarahi and Her Dad
successful first surgery, Sarahi spiked a high fever for no
apparent reason and doctors were unable to bring the fever down. An emergency surgery followed,
which revealed a ruptured appendix and an acute peritonitis. Many prayers went up during the 24
hours that followed as doctors fought to save her life.
We are very grateful to the entire staff of “Our Lady of the Lake Regional Medical Center” for the
very excellent care that Sarahi received, especially to Dr. Allen Joseph, who was Sarahi’s neurosurgeon,
and to Mr. Roger Tobara, who opened his home to Sarahi and coordinated all of her care. We also want to
thank American Airlines for providing free round-trip tickets for Sarahi and her mother.
Sarahi has had a complete and successful recovery. The headaches are gone, and she is a
happy child! Praise the Lord!!

Hospital Update
We are now preparing for our first medical team
to arrive in August of 2003 to perform a week of free
surgeries in our Mission of Hope hospital. We already
have more than 40 patients lined up who need a surgery
but do not have money. This will be our first time having
patients overnight.
We are working hard to finish the 2 operating
rooms, recovery room, and 18 patient rooms on the second
floor. We have just purchased a large transformer that
will service the entire hospital and run the 110v equipment
we are bringing from the U.S. Funds are needed to finish
the electrical work on the second floor, to air-condition
the 2 operating rooms, to purchase overhead lights for the 2
operating rooms, to purchase 2 sterilizers, and to ship a final
container with equipment, medical supplies, and medicine.
Kitchen renovation is well underway. We have just
completed the new kitchen floor. More supplies for the
kitchen will be on the container.

Mission of Hope, Bolivia is a debt-free
mission. 100% of your tax-deductible
donation goes directly into the work of our
mission in Santa Cruz, Bolivia.
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